VOLUME 2

RN

&)

Waterloo Catholic
District School Board

Quality, Inclusive, Faith Based Education

AR

2023-2024

Welcome back to the second volume of WCDSB Kindergarten
Connections. We would love to highlight some of the amazing things that
,d are happening in kindergarten classrooms across WCDSB. Please email
- klmberly namespetrasulllvan@wcdsb ca with anything you'd like included
N\ | in the next volume.

The 'Garden of Lost Socks' by award
winning novelist, Esi Eduguan is
available now in every school
Learning Commons. Part of the Blue
Spruce books for 2024, not only is this
picture book chock full of beautiful
illustrations, but also a story that can
spark inquiry. Read it once for the
story and then read it again for all the
math. Challenge yourself and your
students to use the ideas to develop
new play provocations and
explorations.
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Kindergarten classes at
Christ the King jumped
on board an idea that
came from the Joyful
Math Book Club
discussion to invite
families to come to school
and 'STAY AND PLAY" |t
was a success all round
and families enjoyed
learning more about how
learning happens through
play and inquiry.
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in Literuc So you've completed the Acadience Awﬁso
Insiruciion screener with your students. What's
Comnecling Assessments next? This professional resource will help T&
Io Effective Infervenfions . g a

you with all the details for planning

intentional whole and small group

activities that are tailored to the exact

needs of your students.

Explore the virtual learning commons or visit your
school library to find this second notable
professional resource. If you're looking for some
new and creative ideas for helping with classroom
behaviour, this might be the book for you. Learn
how to help children self-regulate by developing the
essential skills of collaboration, adaptability ,
contribution and belonging.

Read 100 books out loud in your
classroom. Keep track using the
100 chart. Win prizes!! 3

There is still time! Read at least 100 books aloud in your classroom
this year! Email kimberly.namespetrasullivan@wcdsb.ca to choose
a free hard copy picture book to add to your classroom library.

Math For Young Children

Working collaboratively with kindergarten
classrooms at Sir Edgar Bauer and St Joseph
and researchers from Trent University in the
project M4YC (Math for Young Children), a
longstanding research partnership (since
2012) during the month of April. This work
continued investigating a Spatial Approach
to Fractions in the Early Years: Foundations
for 4-7-Year-old Children. A big thank you to
both educators and students who made this
possible. Stay tuned for how the results of
this project may come into all WCDSB
kindergarten classrooms in the future.
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Www.raresites.org 3 "

Learn about the life cycles of

butterflies, dragonflies, frogs, and .- Welcome to Kmdergarten
birds. Participate in hands-on

. CANADIAN EDUCATION WAREHO i @@’
activities including catching ¢ -

butterflies and other insects, and bird Don't forget to visit www.welcome-to-kindergarten.ca » v e
watching using binoculars. and use your board email to create a member account. '
You will find loads of creative ideas to help with
planning your Welcome to Kindergarten event, and 0y | ‘
more ideas to use in your classroom with students. E o ay 5 f
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others to read. The
forts were the
backdrop for a movie
and popcorn afternoon
in PJs!
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I_FEATUBE PODCASTJ When planning for outdoor play experiences, consider the

following:
Episodes on loose parts, interviews g ot « How am | supporting all four frames?
with early childhood researchers, « How are the different learning areas defined?

practitioners and authors like c c
Suzanne Axelson and Miriam W * How are the children currently using the space?

» What invitations for learning can | setup to extend the
learning | observed indoors?

Beloglovsky.

"Speaker and podcast host Heather

Bernt-Santy’ also known as That Early - What canl add to thiS play, at thiS time fOI‘ thiS
Childhood Nerd, has been working with child/group?
children, their families, and their * How can |l include the children in the planning?

caregivers for over 30 years and has loved , \yhat materials do | need quick access to, in order to be a

very-nearly-almost every minute. She is a PV o >
believer in children's right to play and in b :

the science that tells us play IS right." *» How can | document what | am observing?

The Educate Outside website is a great resource to help
EDIELCALE OUEEEE you with ideas for learning math, literacy and science in
Ire [T [

outdoor spaces.

ST BONIFACE PAPERMAKING INQUIRY

Kindergarten at St Boniface School wondered about how paper was made. Where did it come
from? Who invented it? So they delved into an inquiry to learn all about making paper. The end
result was some beautiful handmade paper that included real flowers to make it beautiful.




“Before we ever put a pencil in a child’s hands, those hands should dig, climb, press, pull, squish, twist, and pinch

in a wide array of environments and with a variety of materials” - Amanda Morgan

PROBLEM-SOLVING STRATEGIES

What is Read-Write-Rest? It's a period of time in
the school day set aside for students and
educators to quietly engage in time to read,
write/draw, or to rest. It is thoughtfully included
in the flow of the day where it best meets the
self-regulation needs of the students in the
room. It is intended to help address the physical
and mental stress of school for young children
and is intended to give educators an
opportunity to sit quietly alongside students,

have gentle conversations, and to build f\
fif S\

relationships.

Students at St Augustine School engaging in RWR

READ - WRITE - REST

Play in Ontario kindergarten classrooms is
crucial for holistic development. It fosters
creativity, social skills, problem-solving, and
emotional regulation. Through play, children
explore, experiment, and learn in a natural and
enjoyable way, laying the foundation for lifelong
learning and well-being.

A Continuum of Play-based Learning

child grested eollaborative tepcnar dirgciod

Discover more about play-based learning through
playlearninglab.ca a research backed website with
information and ideas related directly to play and inquiry in
Ontario kindergarten classrooms. Dr. Angela Pyle leads the
play lab research and is a well-known author and speaker
on all things related to play.

The
Kindergarten
Program
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